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REVIEWS 

Sociology in Its Psychological Aspects. By Charles A. Ellwood, 
Ph.D. New York and London: D. Appleton & Co., 1912. 
Pp. xiv+417. 

This book presents an extremely well-conceived and wisely exe- 
cuted survey of the chief theoretical positions of psychological sociology. 
It is admirable for its many lucid and illuminating formulations. It 
affords a telescopic view of human society from the vantage-ground 
of functional psychology — ^telescopic rather than microscopic in character, 
since the author conceives the various parts of his subject in almost 
uniformly abstract rather than concrete terms. His abstract and 
elliptical style, due to the high degree of generalization involved, will 
make the book difficult reading to those xmacquainted with social facts 
as organized by the science of sociology, but to the student or reader 
somewhat familiar with that field, following the author's clean-wrought, 
coherent argument will prove an intellectual treat. 

The value of the book is augmented by the fact that the author is 
not a system-maker but an eclectic who looks impartially at every 
aspect of social theory and seeks to mediate between conflicting or con- 
fused positions. 

"The position of the writer is ... . that sociology is a study of 
the biological and psychological factors in the social life . . . ." 
(p. vii). Leaving the biological problems on one side the author ad- 
dresses himself to the other half of the field, the psychological. Thus 
the scope of social psychology, which by most writers is limited to a frac- 
tion of the field of general sociology in this view is enlarged to include all 
of sociology except the biological elements. Obviously the term social 
psychology must be supplanted by one which defines this larger scope 
more adequately. 

The first five chapters, comprising nearly a fourth of the book, 
are taken up with what the author calls "preliminary methodological 
problems." These excellent chapters might well be compressed in 
order to afford space for a fuller treatment of such topics, for example, 
as public opinion, which is allotted but five pages in chap. xv. 

Chap, vi is entitled "The Psychological Basis of Sociology." It 
presents, with numerous references to well-chosen authorities, the main 
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positions of modern psychology relative to individual human nature. 
It is a handbook of sociology for the student of sociology, condensed 
into thirty well-packed pages. 

Other chapters deal with the origin of society, social co-ordination, 
social self-control, instinct, feeling, intellect, imitation, sympathy, the 
theory of social order, and of social progress, and other topics. 

Social co-ordination is the central idea of the book; by this term 
the writer means the process of social habit-formation by which "folk- 
ways," customs, and institutions grow up as channels of social activity. 
Revolutions are cited as cases where a group has been unable gradually 
to readjust its habits to changing circumstances; at last the habits 
become fatally inadequate to the group needs and a convulsive break- 
down takes place. Enlarging upon this idea, the author regards the 
general social process as fundamentally a co-ordination of individual 
activities which are continually undergoing readjustment in response 
to changed conditions. 

Professor EUwood agrees with McDougall in according a large place 
to the instincts: "they may well be characterized, therefore, as the real 
propelling forces of society" (p. 246). Space does not permit an accoimt 
of the relations which the other psychological factors mentioned above — 
feeUng, intellect, imitation, etc. — ^bear to the main process of social 
co-ordination. In general it may be said that each is recognized as 
a more or less important element in a synthetic account of social facts. 
"There can be no single key either to social evolution or to social 
progress" (p. 379). 

In conclusion, attention should be called to the author's conception 
of the meaning of social life and the goal of social effort: "The great 
fimdamental need of our civilization, therefore, is an ethics of service, 
a humanitarian ethics which will teach the individual to find his self- 
development and his happiness in the unselfish service of others, and 
which will forbid any individual, class, nation, or even race from regard- 
ing itself as an end in itself apart from the rest of humanity" (p. 394). 

Erville B. Woods 
Dartmouth College 

My Life. By Axjgtjst Bebel. Pp. 343. Chicago: University of 

Chicago Press, 1913. Pp.344. $2 . 14 postpaid. 

By what combination of circumstances the University of Chicago 

Press was induced to publish the autobiography of the most prominent 

socialist in Germany during the last thirty years, others must explain. 



